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MANJIMUP PRIMARY SCHOOL AND SPECIAL EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRE 
Grievance 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [9.51 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Education 
and Training and relates to the proposed new Manjimup Primary School and special education support centre.  
This project has been - 

Point of Order 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Since the member for Warren-Blackwood stood up, the member for Nedlands has kept 
up a continual patter of abuse, which has made it difficult for me to listen to the grievance of the member for 
Warren-Blackwood.  I ask you, Mr Speaker, to ask the member for Warren-Blackwood to start again.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The minister told me I could go and drown myself, and I was responding to his words.  The 
minister can take responsibility for his actions.  

The SPEAKER:  I will take responsibility for what happens in here.  These grievances are supposed to be limited 
to seven minutes, and the rules that govern them are such that the more interjections and disturbances that take 
place, the less effective people are in those seven minutes.  It is inappropriate for people to stop the minister 
either hearing or contributing to the debate.  I ask members to allow the minister to hear the grievance.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The minister has requested that I start again.  Does that mean I can hit my seven minutes?  

The SPEAKER:  Yes.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  My grievance is in relation to the proposal for a new Manjimup Primary School, which 
includes an education support centre.  The current Manjimup Primary School is two kilometres from the high 
school, and includes both a school and an education support centre.  The Government has made a commitment to 
complete the new school by the beginning of the 2006 school year.  My grievance today is more of a request for 
the minister to intervene and visit Manjimup, so that he can familiarise himself with the project.  The minister 
has visited before, which was very productive.  I wrote to the minister on 22 December.  I am surprised that it 
was so long ago, but almost three months have elapsed since then.  It was a very light-hearted letter requesting 
an urgent visit.  I do not often ask the minister to visit urgently.  In that letter I indicated that I would offer the 
minister all the courtesies befitting a person of his very high office, and the purpose of doing that was to 
convince the minister that it was important to visit.  I raise the issue because time is marching on and I am 
hoping that, in this year’s budget, an allocation will be made for planning and some construction, because that 
will be necessary to enable the school to be finished by the end of 2005.  The minister knows that Manjimup has 
a very successful education visions committee, chaired by the shire’s chief executive officer, Vern McKay.  That 
committee meets on a regular basis and looks at the future of education facilities in Manjimup.  It is attended by 
representatives of the high school, the primary school, the parents and citizens associations, the Department of 
Agriculture, the Department of Conservation and Land Management, technical and further education and the 
Department of Education and Training.  

I want the minister to visit because there are some unresolved land tenure issues.  Some of the land on which the 
new school is proposed to be built is owned by the Shire of Manjimup and some is owned by the Government.  
There is an issue of drainage over land that has two different tenures.  Knowing how the bureaucracy works, I 
am concerned that designating the site will become a real issue.  A lot of preparatory work has been done and an 
architect has already visited the area.  I do not want to see this school project delayed.  As the minister is well 
aware, the previous Government earmarked funds for this school to be built by the beginning of the 2004 school 
year.  The community understands that, with the change of Government, priorities change, but the Manjimup 
Primary School is 60 years old.  The building that houses the education support centre was the old school from 
Nyamup, and some of the current school facilities were built in 1924.  I have raised this issue in this place 
before, and this school really does need to be built.  It will also provide an injection of capital into the Manjimup 
community, which is much needed.  Any economic activity in a town that is going through a level of depression, 
partly caused by government policies, will be welcomed.  The Government needs to be cognisant of that, and 
make every effort to boost the economy.  This is a most worthwhile project that has been planned for some time.  

I have a letter that was sent to the minister some months ago by the principal of the Manjimup education support 
centre, Cheryl Morris, and the director of schools in Manjimup, Kevin Gillan, about facilities that are needed 
right now.  The current education support centre is catering for increasing numbers, and it also uses classrooms 
at the high school, which is two kilometres away.  When the new school is built adjacent to the high school site, 
classrooms will need to be built on the high school site to cater for special education clients.  Student numbers at 
the high school are growing, and the classrooms currently being used by the education support centre will be 
needed by the high school.  The letter reads - 
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The minimum requirement for next year will be 2 transportable classrooms at the high school but the 
high school facilities are in urgent need of extensions and refurbishment.  The current facilities are 
totally inadequate for 4 classes to operate.  We would require two additional classrooms, a therapy 
room, toilet and bathroom facilities for students with disabilities, teacher preparation areas, a meeting 
room and withdrawal areas. .   

I am concerned that the budget allocated for this project - that is, $5.5 million - will be insufficient.  The extra 
education support classrooms are needed at Manjimup Senior High School.  Classrooms are allocated to the 
education support centre in the proposed new primary school.  I would like the minister to come to Manjimup so 
that when he talks to Steve Harvey or others in the Department of Education and Training - who are very 
professional officers with whom we have all had dealings over many years - he will arrive at a good 
understanding of what is required.   

There are three main issues: firstly, the classrooms for the education support centre; secondly, the land tenure 
that must be resolved very quickly; and, thirdly, drainage and access issues, such as roads, that need to be 
resolved very quickly.  If that is not done very quickly, this project could be delayed.  There is no excuse 
whatsoever for the delay.  The communication between the Manjimup community and the Department of 
Education and Training has been very productive.  It seems to me that there might be some hitches, and I do not 
want that to happen.  I would like the minister to visit the school and respond to my comments.  I will give the 
minister a copy of the letter to which I referred, for his records.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education and Training) [10.00 am]:  I thank the member for 
his grievance.  Is the letter to which the member referred the letter that the school principal has sent to me?   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Yes.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What is the date of it?   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It does not have a date on it.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not have that letter among my papers.  I have absolutely no difficulty with trying to 
visit the school.  As the member would appreciate from his own experience as a minister, it is a matter of 
whether I have the time.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  I understand that.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member wrote to me on 22 December.  I enjoyed that letter as much as I enjoy the 
other letters I get from him.  I would like to visit the school.  I have visited it at least once, if not twice.  The last 
time I spent the day and evening in the company of the member in his electorate I had a very good time.  We had 
an interesting meeting with the principals from the area, which the member facilitated, and I thank the member 
for arranging that.  All the principals from the district attended a dinner at Pemberton, which was very 
informative and enjoyable.  I will do my best to visit the school again.  However, I cannot give a cast-iron 
guarantee because I have a very busy schedule this year.  I try, as did the former minister, to visit as many 
schools as I can.  I have visited more than 300 schools in three years.  It is difficult to revisit schools when there 
are 400 or 500 that I have not visited once.   

I reassure the member that this is a very important project for the Government and for the town of Manjimup.  I 
take on board what he said about what has happened in the Manjimup district - the south west timber country - 
over the past two or three years.  It is fair to say that the Government - at least the entire Cabinet - is sensitive to 
the issues that have been generated because of the Government’s policy on ending logging in old-growth forests.  
The Government has spent a huge amount of time and a greater amount of money to alleviate discomfort for 
individuals and families in that area who have been dislocated as a result of those policies.  I believe - and the 
Government’s performance demonstrates it - that the Manjimup Senior High School, the Manjimup Primary 
School and the Manjimup Education Support Centre provide extremely good quality educational outcomes and 
experiences for the children in that area.  For example, this year for the first time ever Manjimup Senior High 
School was ranked in the top 20 schools for academic achievement in Western Australia because of the students’ 
tertiary entrance examination results.  That is testament to the staff and the family and community’s support for 
that school.   

I want the new primary school project to be a rousing success.  It is critically important to give children a good 
start to their education if they are to be successful in secondary education and training.  That is critically 
important for the social and economic well being of the entire district.  I have received no advice from the 
department that leads me to believe there is a problem in the timing of the $5.5 million project.  The Government 
gave a commitment that the doors would be open on the first day of term in 2006.  Now that the member has 
brought this matter to the attention of the Parliament, I am duty-bound to ask the department whether any issues 
have emerged of which I have not been informed and which I could address.  I have just been handed a note that 
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says in the 2004-05 budget, $750 000 has been set aside for the planning and development phase of the project 
and that in 2005-06, $5.25 million will be set aside.  The total budget for the project is $6 million, as opposed to 
$5.5 million.  The note informs me in big print at the bottom that the primary school will open in 2006.   

All members know that education is critical to their communities.  Education is important to Manjimup.  The 
member for Warren-Blackwood said that the school is 60 years old.  I think it opened in about 1910 or 1911.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  The special education centre building, which was relocated on the site, is 60 years old.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member is very good at advocating for his district.  I enjoy visiting the area because 
the member has a good rapport with many people and he organises meetings with people, which are very 
informative.  I will try to visit the school.  I cannot promise anything, but I will do everything I possibly can to 
ensure that there is no delay in the construction of the facilities.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Could the minister revisit with the department that issue of the special education buildings?  I 
am very happy with the minister’s response on the timing of and the funds for the project.  That is very 
important.  Let us make sure that we get the special education facilities right.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member mentioned Steve Harvey in his grievance.  He is a first-class officer.  He is 
the facilities manager at the Department of Education and Training.  He provided me with a note that the new 
primary school will include two education support classrooms and that the two classrooms at the high school will 
be refurbished for secondary education support.  One education support principal will oversee the primary and 
secondary education support.  Mr Harvey informed me that there might be an argument for a higher level of 
education support facility at the high school, but that a decision on that matter should be made separately, as it is 
not part of this project.  I will discuss the issues of physical resources of students with him and make sure that 
the best possible outcome is achieved.   
 


